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SUBJ: DELETION OF TELEVISION COMMERCIALS 
REF: OTTAWA 3704, OCTOBER 1, 1975 

1. ON OCTOBER 7, 1975, CONGEN OFFICER ATTENDED PUBLIC HEARING IN 
MONTREAL OF CANADIAN RADIO-TELEVISION COMMISSION. CRTC HEARD 
INTER ALIA APPLICATIONS OF NATIONAL CABLEVISION LIMITED (NCL) 

FOR RENEWAL OF LICENSES FOR CABLE TELEVISION UNDERTAKINGS 
SERVING PARTS OF MONTREAL, EXPIRING MARCH 31, 1976. 

2. IN HIS PRESENTATION TO COMMISSION, NCL SPOKESMAN SAID HIS 

FIRM HAS OPPOSED AND CONTINUES TO OPPOSE CRTC POLICY ON DELETION 
OF COMMERCIALS FROM U.S. PROGRAMS CARRIED OVER CABLE TV. HE 
REQUESTED CRTC RECONSIDER THE POLICY, AT LEAST FOR QUEBEC 
PROVINCE WHERE, HE STRESSED, CONDITIONS DIFFER FROM THOSE IN 
REST OF CANADA. HE ALSO MENTIONED LEGAL RISKS INVOLVED AND 
COST TO CABLE OPERATORS OF IMPLEMENTING THE DELETION POLICY. HE 
TOLD CRTC THAT QUEBEC BROADCASTERS HAVE NOT PRESSED FOR IMPLE- 
MENTATION OF THE POLICY. THEY FEEL THAT THE ADVERTISING REVENUE 
LOST TO U.S. BORDER STATIONS IS NOT SIGNIFICANT AND WOULD NOT 
IN ANY EVENT BE RECOVERED BY THEM. QUEBEC FIRMS ADVERTISING 
OVER BORDER STATIONS ARE MOSTLY SMALL BUSINESSES, MANY OF 
WHOM, IN WORDS OF NCL SPOKESMAN, ARE NOT GOOD CREDIT RISKS. AND 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MONTRE 01632 081447Z 

LOCAL BROADCASTERS FEEL MOST WOULD NOT PAY HIGHER COSTS TO 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



ADVERTISE IN QUEBEC. HE DID NOT MENTION POSSIBLE ADVERTISING 
REVENUE FROM U.S. FIRMS WISHING TO REACH CANADIAN MARKET. A 
FURTHER ARGUMENT AGAINST THE POLICY, NCL SPOKESMAN SAID, IS THAT 
MANY VIEWERS IN GREATER MONTREAL AREA CAN RECEIVED U.S. BORDER 
STATIONS DIRECTLY WITHOUT CABLE. 

3. CONGEN OFFICER SPOKE WITH NCL SPOKESMAN FOLLOWING HIS PRES- 
ENTATION. HE SAID NCL HAS RECEIVED LETTERS FROM WPTZ IN 
PLATTSBURGH AND WCAX BURLINGTON STATING THEY WILL TAKE LEGAL 
ACTION IF NCL DELETES COMMERCIALS FROM THEIR PROGRAMS. NO SUCH 
NOTICE RECEIVED FROM WMTW POLAND SPRING. MAINE, THE THIRD 
COMMERCIAL BORDER STATION CARRIED OVER MONTREAL- AREA CABLE. 

HE SAID QUEBEC BROADCASTERS ESTIMATE SOME $400 TO $500 THOUSAND 
WORTH OF QUEBEC (MOSTLY MONTREAL AREA) ADVERTISING NOW CARRIED 
OVER BORDER STATIONS, REPRESENTING A LARGE NUMBER OF SMALL 
ACCOUNTS. ACCORDING TO SPOKESMAN, MOST OF THOSE FIRMS WOULD NOT 
ADVERTISE OVER QUEBEC TV STATIONS BECAUSE COST OF A TV COMMERCIAL 
ON U.S. STATIONS VIEWED HERE IS ABOUT THE SAME AS COST OF A 
RADIO SPOT IN QUEBEC. 

HARPER 



UNCLASSIFIED 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ADVERTISING, POLICIES, TELEVISION BROADCASTING, CABLE TELEVISION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 08 OCT 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975MONTRE01632 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750349-0830 
From: MONTREAL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9751 070/aaaackpt. tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 OTTAWA 3704 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <29 SEP 2003 by MaustMC>; APPROVED <18 FEB 2004 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DELETION OF TELEVISION COMMERCIALS 
TAGS: ETEL, BGEN, CA, US, NLC, CRTC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




